
R E D U C I N G ,  R E U S I N G ,  R E C Y C L I N G ,  A N D  
U P C Y C L I N G - - A F R I C A N S T Y L E

Embassy Lusaka Goes Green!



Reducing

·Switching to Ecofont and Economode to reduce 
printer ink consumption by more than 20%.

·Using 500 liters of biodiesel per week made from 
used cooking oil to power generators and Embassy 
vehicles, reducing dependency on fossil fuels by as 
much as 14%.



Reducing

·Circulating utility bills for Embassy residences to use as a 
benchmark for reducing consumption.

·Replacing electric water heaters with solar heaters to reduce 
reliance on fossil fuels.

·Phasing out disposable plastic bags at Commissary.

·Establishing a ñJolly Green Giant Awardò to recognize those who 
made extraordinarily green efforts.



Reusing

·Developing systems for capturing ñgrey waterò to 
reuse household water for gardening.



Recycling

·Kafue Chemicals uses used 
motor oil from the Embassy in 
its production of sodium 
silicate, also known as water 
glass,  which is used to make 
soap and paint. The oil is the 
fuel to heat the furnace to 
1200 degrees centigrade, 
when sodium carbonate and 
silica are mixed.

·The only by-product is carbon 
dioxide. 



Recycling

·Collecting and delivering glass to make beads, 
generating income for a community school for 
impoverished children.

·Recycling plastic and 
cans with local 
recycling firms.



Upcycling

·The Embassy donates much of its rubbish to 
upcyclers, people and charities who create useful or 
artistic items from waste materials.  These include:

üPlastic Grocery Bags

üWine Bottles

üSoda Bottle Tops

üCardboard, Paper and Shredded Paper



Upcycling

·The widows and single moms of Chikumbuso crotchet strips 
of plastic grocery bags into indestructible, reusable bags to 
support a school for their children and community orphans.



Upcycling

·Transforming used wine bottles into reusable wine 
glasses with African motifs!



Upcycling

·Using soda and beer bottle tops for furniture and 
other décor


